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Every business needs to ensure that growth prospects are clear and
resources to achieve those desired goals are available. However, the
market environment is currently becoming more uncertain, which hinders
the capacity of enterprises to acquire finance and, eventually, prevents
them from being able to implement their business strategies. These
uncertainties also pose a threat to many firms that have just recently
begun to recover from the pandemic's impact.
The Maltese Government, with support from the European Union, has
acknowledged the importance of supporting enterprises, particularly the
small and medium ones, not only to achieve growth but more
importantly, to embrace digitalization and sustainable technology and
practices.
Currently, there are two business enhancement schemes available:
1.Business Enhance ERDF Grant Schemes
By virtue of €51 Million in financial grant, the Business Enhance Grant
Schemes, part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
2014-2020, aim to support SMEs to achieve sustainable business
growth and become more competitive, innovative, and resilient to market
challenges.
2.Recovery and Resilience Plan Schemes
Backed by the Next Generation EU, these grant schemes aim to address
the short to medium-term impacts on the economy brought by the
coronavirus pandemic as well as to provide a supporting platform for
green and digital transitions. Through these schemes, Malta shall be able
to contribute to the sustainable, equitable, green, and digital recovery
efforts that complement and support the goals of the European Union
and the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals.
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1. eCommerce Grant Scheme
This scheme aims to encourage and support businesses to
adopt eCommerce through online sales in their operations and
further increase their competitiveness. Embracing ICT through
online selling can open new markets for SMEs and encourage
a more entrepreneurial and innovative mindset, as well as
result in better employment opportunities. In addition, it
presents an opportunity for businesses to exploit their potential
to increase their market share and reach new markets.
Who is eligible?
The grants scheme is available for micro, small, and mediumsized enterprises.
Benefits
The maximum grant value for this scheme is at €5,000, partfinancing up to 50% of eligible expenditure.
Qualifying Activities
Enterprises shall undertake investments related to the design,
development, implementation, and delivery of an e-commerce
website and/or a mobile application, or an upgrade of an
existing website or mobile application to enable online
sales/bookings. The end product shall result in an e-commerce
website/mobile application having a content management
system and must comply with current industry standard ecommerce security practices.
Eligible Costs
The grant shall cover incurred expenses related to the
following:
Domain name registration
Hosting fees
Content management system (CMS) software including
required licenses
eCommerce website and/or mobile application design in
line with the brand identity of the organisation
Shopping cart integration
Other set-up fees (including setting up and configuration of
the CMS system, system design, customisation and
development,
integration
with
payment
system/s,
implementation of the required security features, testing,
and going live)
Cut-off Dates: 31st October 2022, 18th November 2022,
30th November 2022, 16th December 2022, 30th
December 2022
www.pkfmalta.com | +356 2149 3041 | info@pkfmalta.com
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2. SME Consultancy Services Grant Scheme
SMEs generally have limited in-house talents and
resources to conduct studies to assist them in their
analysis before embarking on investment initiatives and
evaluating their growth.
This gap creates a high dependency on external
consultancy services which is even more accentuated
when businesses face obstacles in their operations.
This measure supports SMEs to procure external
consultancy services to assess and evaluate the
potential of re-engineering the business and its
operations, or processes and systems towards better
efficiency.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises
Benefits
The grant value is set at a lump sum of €4,000
representing an aid intensity of 80% of the eligible
costs.
Qualifying Activities
The eligible SME shall procure external consultancy
services for the following:
Re-engineering of the organisation and operations
to make it more efficient resulting in an Organisation
and Operations Review or Process and Systems
Review
Proposal of investment initiatives with the aim of
business growth resulting in a Business Plan or
Feasibility Study for the proposed investment
initiative
Cut-off Dates
31st October 2022
18th November 2022
30th November 2022
16th December 2022
30th December 2022
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3. SME Internationalisation Grant Scheme
Market targeting has a huge impact on the internationalisation
process given that the business environment can differentiate
from one country to another.
It is necessary for SMEs to participate in international business
promotion fairs targeting markets for internationalisation and
provide SMEs with an opportunity to start building a business
network.
Hence, this grant scheme aims to support SMEs’ participation
in International Business Promotion Fairs held outside the
territory of the Republic of Malta to introduce their products/
services to new markets and strengthen their international
market presence.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to micro, small, and mediumsized enterprises.
Benefits
The maximum grant value for this scheme is at €10,000, partfinancing up to 50% of eligible expenditure.
Qualifying Activities
Businesses shall actively participate in International Business
Promotion Fairs held outside the territory of the Republic of
Malta where active participation means having a stand and
exhibiting products/services at the fair.
Eligible Costs
The grant scheme shall cover the following incurred expenses:
Participation fee
Rental of the exhibition space/stand
Costs related to the construction and setting up of the
stand
Travel Costs
Per Diem
Design and printing of branding material
Shipment of exhibits
Cut-off Dates
31st October 2022
30th November 2022
30th December 2022
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4.SME Diversification and Innovation Grant Scheme
This scheme aims to incentivise SMEs in developing
their strategies through investment towards their
diversification, the implementation of a fundamental
change, or bringing to the market significantly improved
and advanced products/services. SMEs need to sustain
a high level of resilience in the ever-changing market
requirements and keep up a steady investment
momentum.
Diversification and innovation are critical to the survival
of businesses, and prompt recognition and action can
prevent dire effects that lead to ultimate closure or
bankruptcy, allowing the business to recover.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises.
Benefits
For small operations, the maximum grant is at
€100,000; while for large operations, funding covers
more than €100,000 with a maximum amount of
€200,000. For both small and large operations, aid
intensity is set at 50%.
Eligible Costs
Eligible costs for small operations shall include the
purchasing of equipment, machinery, and/or plant. For
large operations, the following incurred expenses shall
qualify:
Purchasing of equipment, machinery, and/or plant
Leasing/rental of privately owned operational
premises
Construction/up-grading costs
Patents and licenses
Wage costs related to the wage of a Change
Manager employed specifically through the
operation to drive the necessary change within the
enterprise
Cut-off Dates
31st October 2022
30th November 2022
30th December 2022
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5.Start-Up Investment Grant Scheme
SMEs in the Maltese economy increased by approximately 20% in recent
years; however, cultivating an entrepreneurial culture and launching new
businesses remains a huge problem. Ensuring that this momentum is
sustained and gains speed is a priority to foster a competitive and
sustainable economy that is resilient to meet upcoming challenges. This
program supports start-ups to part-finance their initial productive investment
in tangible and intangible assets, in line with a business plan, to implement
their business growth strategies.
Who is eligible?
Start-ups, being autonomous, unlisted start-ups, established for less than
three years, on condition that the Start-up has not yet distributed profits, has
not been formed through a merger, and has not taken over the activity of
another enterprise.
Benefits
The maximum grant value for this scheme is €300,000, representing an aid
intensity of 50%
Qualifying Activities
The start-ups shall be engaged in the following activities:
Production, manufacture, improvement, assembly, preservation,
processing of goods, materials, commodities, equipment, and plant
machinery;
Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals and Life Sciences;
Research and Technological Innovation;
Repair, overhaul or maintenance of pleasure crafts, yachts having less
than 100gt, aircraft, engines or equipment incorporated or used in such
vessels or aircraft;
Information and communication technology (ICT) development activities,
software development;
Eco-innovations, and environmental solutions;
Tourism products and services as a result of networks created between
traditional tourism service providers and the crafts and artisan sector;
Tourism products and services related to emerging niche markets;
Tourism products and services related to the promotion of natural and
cultural heritage;
Tourism products and services relating to social tourism with a specific
focus on senior tourists, accessible tourism, and active ageing;
Innovative concepts, products, and services offered by Boutique Hotels
and Palazzini;
E-health solutions;
Services and products promoting healthy living, active ageing, and/or
child-day care;
Crafts and artisan products;
Retail activities by self-employed and family businesses engaged in
crafts;
Products and/or services that can be marketed and distributed
internationally and which are typically more advanced than those
prevailing in their respective industry in terms of technology, know-how,
and skills.
Eligible Costs
The following expenses shall be eligible for the scheme:
Lease/rental of private operational premises
Construction/up-grades of private operational premises
Purchasing of equipment, machinery, and plant
Patents and licenses
Cut-off Dates
31st October 2022
30th November 2022
30th December 2022a
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6.SME Growth Grant Scheme
SMEs have limited financial resources and encounter
difficulties in accessing finance to generate the required
capital to take up investment projects. The lack of
easily available financing options makes it more difficult
for SMEs to respond to market needs and undertake
interventions to expand.
Having access to financing is essential to invest in
expansion projects and ensure that they have enough
capacity levels to re-align and secure their supply
levels.
This grant scheme supports SMEs through nonrepayable grants to part-finance investments towards
the implementation of their growth strategies related to
the extension of the capacity of an existing
establishment, or the setting up of a new
establishment.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises.
Benefits
The maximum grant cap is at €500,000 with the
following aid intensity according to the location of the
enterprise:
Gozo: 35% for micro and small, 25% for medium
enterprise
Within Malta’s Regional Aid map: 30% for micro and
small, 20% for medium enterprise
Outside Malta’s Regional Aid map: 20% for micro
and small, 10% for medium enterprise
Qualifying Activities
Enterprises shall undertake initial investments in
tangible and intangible assets related to:
Extension of the capacity of an existing
establishment
Setting up a new establishment
Eligible Costs
Incurred expenses related to the following shall be
eligible:
Lease of private operational premises
Construction/up-grades on private operational
premises
Purchasing of equipment, machinery, and plant
Patents and licenses
Cut-off Dates
31st October 2022
30th November 2022
30th December 2022
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1.SME Digitalisation Grant Scheme
This grant scheme seeks to support digitalisation investment initiatives by SMEs, in
several economic sectors, in their digitalisation endeavours and to intensify the
digitalisation of their operations.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.
Benefits
The maximum funding amount is at €50,000 per digitalization investment. Partfinancing of eligible expenditure is up to 50% for enterprises in Malta; for
enterprises in Gozo, the eligible portion is at 60%.
Qualifying Activities
The following activities undertaken by enterprises shall qualify:
Digitalising the management system of resources;
Using new machines based on digital technologies can improve the production
of goods;
New software and programs for delivering client requests;
Digital marketing and online channels to reach out to new customers
Eligible Costs
Incurred expenses for the following shall be eligible under the grant scheme:
eCommerce website
Digital solutions
Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) and custom software
Hardware (such as laptops, docking stations, port replicators, monitors, and
tablets)
Analytical tools (including necessary hardware and software)
Cyber security systems
Cloud computing
Routers, switches, and WIFI-related equipment
Other hardware and software
Training costs on the use of the specific item acquired under points above and
included in the purchase price of the item in question, and thus from the same
provider
Cut-off Dates
18 November 2022
16 December 2022
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2.Digital Intensification Grant Scheme
This grant scheme aims to support enterprises, with a specific focus on those in the
manufacturing and tourism industries through investments in digital technologies and
related processes.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to enterprises engaged in economic activity, irrespective
of their legal form
Benefits
The maximum funding amount is at €200,000 per digitalization investment with the
following aid intensity according to the location of the enterprise:
Gozo: 35% for micro and small, 25% for medium, and 15% for large enterprises
Within Malta’s Regional Aid map: 30% for micro and small, 25% for medium, 15%
for large enterprises
Outside Malta’s Regional Aid map: 20% for micro and small, and 10% for medium
enterprises
Qualifying Activities
Eligible investments may include, but are not limited to, the following activities:
Investments and solutions related to product lifecycle management
Life cycle analysis
Cloud Based Platforms
Internet of Things (IoT)
Cyber security and data protection
Cyber-physical system
Augmented reality
Artificial intelligence (AI)
Circular manufacturing
Autonomous solutions
Big data and data management
Decision support system
Eligible Costs
The following incurred expenses shall be eligible:
Hardware
Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) and custom software
Other digital solutions
Installation including any training costs on the use of the specific item acquired
based on the points above and included in the purchase price of the item in
question, and thus from the same provider
Cut-off Dates
18 November 2022
16 December 2022
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3.Renovation of Private Sector Buildings Grant Scheme
This incentive seeks to assist enterprises to retrofit their operations, and hence improve
their energy and resource efficiency by reducing the energy used for heating, cooling,
ventilation, hot water, and lighting.
This includes actions involving systems for the above energy use as well as interventions
on the building envelope that reduce the energy demand required by the above.
Who is eligible?
This grant scheme is available to any micro, small, medium, and large enterprises
engaged in economic activity.
Benefits
The Grant amount that an enterprise may receive is €300 per m2, capped at €1 Million
per enterprise. The aid intensity shall be based on the following:
Malta: 50% for micro and small, 40% for medium, and 30% for large enterprises
Gozo: 55% for micro and small, 45% for medium, 35% for large enterprises
Qualifying Activities
Eligible investments may include actions that reduce the primary energy demand of the
building by reducing the energy used for heating, cooling, ventilation, hot water, and
lighting.
This will contribute to the green transition by retrofitting at least 40,605 m2. The
improvement of energy performance will be certified based on an Energy Performance
Certificate issued before and after renovation.
The building renovations undertaken are to lead to a reduction of Primary Energy
Demand (PED) of at least 30%.
Cut-off Dates
4 November 2022
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How can we Help?
Don't miss out on the opportunity!
PKF can assist and advise you to choose the best scheme tailored to your needs, as
well as in the preparation and application stage.
PKF are equipped with the necessary resources dexterity and skills required to take you
to the next stage of realising your inner genius having both start-up and SMEs in your
portfolio, lends us a familiarity that is only amassed through experience garnered. Being
an SME, allows us not only to empathise but also to sympathise with our growthseeking clients.
Finally, we listen where to listen is key to entrepreneurial enhancement.
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